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SELECTMENS REPORT. 


The Selectmen would respectfully submit the following re- 
port of the financial affairs of the town for the year ending 
March 1, 1888: 


fen ttON OF THE TOWN, APRIL 1, 1887: 


Resident invoice, $113,638 00 
Non-resident invoice, 25,350 OO 
$138,988 00 

ASSESSMENT. 
Amount of taxes assessed, $2,266 53 
No. of dogs, 24, ’ 28 
Rate per cent. on $100.00, 1.53 


The invoice of April Ist, 1887, was as follows: 


Number of Polls, 87, $8,700 00 
Horses, 90, 7,182 OO 
Oxen, 45, 2,666 oo 
Cows, 155, 4,III OO 
Neat stock, 55, 1,012" 00)». 
Sheep, 606, 1,762 00 
Carriages, 6, 358 00 
Acres real estate, 13,060, 109,868 00 
Stock in banks and other corporations, 600 00 
Money at interest, 5,154 00 
Stock in trade, 1,700 00 
Mills and factories, 5,375 00 


$148,488 00 


t 


The amount required to be raised A. D. 1887, was a 


follows: 


State tax, 

County tax, 

Town tax, 

School tax, 

School-house tax, 
Highway tax, 

Breaking roads in Winter, 


RECEIPTS: FOR) 1887: 


Rec’d Cash in treasury, 
Solon A. Carter, Savings Bank tax, 


O. D. Beverstock, Collector of taxes, 1886, 


‘a My ‘interest, 1886, 
V. C. Atwood, Collector of taxes, 1887, 
interest on taxes, 3 
Solon A. Carter, literary fund, 
For use of town hall, 
Louis Cabot, for highway purposes, 
Railroad tax, 
Doomage tax, 


“cc ee 


HIGHWAY RECEIPTS. 
Collected highway receipts, 1886, 


n 


$344 
309 
IO0O 
600 
200 
400 
200 


$888 8s 8 


$431 65 
605 77 
329 62 

1 ae 
2,001 39 
2 33 

72 30 

5 00 

15 00 

I 68 

67 32 


$3,531 63 


$19 38 


SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS IN 1886. 


Paid Noah W. Hardy, 
C. A. Seaver, 


$5 00 
4 00 


$9 00 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


ORDERS ON TOWN TREASURER. 


Paid interest on note at Savings Bank, 


RUTHERFORD CASE. 
Paid John Rutherford, 


$62 00 


$25 00 


T. W. Barker, agent, cost on J. Rutherford’s case, 19 49 


Sieh Dia. Di COUNTRY, 


Paid State tax, @ 
County tax. 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid F. Taylor, support of poor, 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Paid Nia H. Osgood, Board of Education, 

7 Literary money, 
money due Dist. No. 2, 
Railroad tax, 


REPAIRING SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Paid J. H. Osgood, Board of Education, 


REPAIRING HIGHWAYS, 1886. 
Paid C. E. Howe, 


BREAKING ROADS, 1886. 


Paid P. Donahue, 
C. E. Howe, 
C. Eustace, 


$44 49 


344 00 
309 29 


$653 29 


$58 65 


£600 00 


73, 60 
17 99 
Lae 


$693 30 


$200 00 


$9 75 


$13 95 
5.77 
4 50 


$24 22 


REPAIRING HIGHWAYS, 


Paid C. A. Tarbox, Agt., Dist. No. 1, 
M. M. Bailey, labor on Forest road, 
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F. K. Jewett, Agt., Dist. No. 2. 


H. H. Stevens, “ 


F. K. Jewett, use of Harrisville scraper, 


G. H. Crocker, 
John Stevens, 


BRIDGE PLANK. 
Paid Goodnow Bros., 


F. K. Jewett, 
M. M. Bailey, 


Stoddard Lumber Co., 1884, 


“e 


«¢ 


3) 


1887-8. 


BREAKING ROADS, 1887-8. 


Paid W. Stoddard, 


Ty Js Lahiff, 

P. Donahue, 

C. Brooks, 

F. Wells, 

C. A. Tarbox, 
Oni. Day, 

M. M. Bailey, 
G. S. Petts, 
Albert Davis, 
F. Yardley, 
Divba Kuiie, 

W. O. Upton, 
W.S. Carroll, 
O. C. Tolman, 
O. D. Beverstock, 
J. H. Holbrook, 
T. Smith, 

N. W. Hardy, 
C. Eustace, 


1887, 
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Paid H. H. Stevens, Agt. Dist. No. 3, 1888, $28 32 
Peas. Jewett, “ Se aby | (ah; 45 02 
mee tarbox, eae cal ge Seater 89 74 
V. C. Atwood, 7 50 

$451 80 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
Paid O. D. Beaverstock, poe; 1886, $18 66 
mee: pe 1887, Ig 24 
4 1885, 3 46 
$41 36 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid P. Donahue, damage to plow, $ I 50 
W. O. Upton, one cord wood for town house, 4 00 
F. Taylor, blank books, | I go 
J. E. Ruffle, iron and chain for scraper, I 38 
J. D. Colony & Son, printing town reports, 18 00 
Selectmen, surveying town lines, 4 00 


Dr. A. W. Mitchell, recording births and deaths, I 00 
C. A. Tarbox, balance on casket and box for 


Dexter Tarbox, 4 50 
15 peeod:; repairing scraper, 2 00 
« T. Barker’s wagon, | I 00 
V. C. Atwood, care of town hall, 2 00 
t “ blank receipts and postage, Lis 
W. H. Spalter, Collector’s blank book, I oO 
$43 53 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

Paid M. M. Bailey, Selectman, $45 00 
W. W. Atwood, a 23 00 
7. a5.; in ultle, 7. 22 00 
F. Taylor, Treasurer, 8 00 
F. K. Jewett, Town Clerk, 3 16i42 
V. C. Atwood, Collector, 25 00 
F. Taylor, Overseer of the Poor, 5 00 
Albert Davis, Auditor, 2 00 
Mrs. E. J. Tolman. Board of Education, i705 


J. H. Osgood, fs * IO 00 
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Paid Albert Davis, Board of Education, 
Geo. S. Page, Supervisor, 
H. D. Taylor, * 
M. M. Bailey, Board of Health, 
C. A. Tarbox, Sexton, 


RECAPITULATION. 
1886, 


“se 


Repairing highways and bridges, 
Breaking roads, 

Bridge Plank, 

Rutherford case, 

Support of Poor, 

Miscellaneous, 

Interest on town note, 

Town officers, 

Repairing school-houses, 
Repairing highways and bridges, 
Breaking roads, 1887-8, 

State and County tax, 

Support of Schools, 


1887, 


Total amount of receipts for the year ending 
March 1, 1888, 
Total amount of disbursements, 


Balance in favor of the town, 


LIABILITIES. 
Note in savings bark, 


ASSETS. 


Cash in treasury, March 1, 1888, 
Uncollected taxes of 1887, 

“e “ee 1883, 
Due from County, 


MARCUS M. BAILEY, 
WINSLOW W. ATWOOD, 
JAMES E, RUFFLE, 


200 00 
398 16 
451 80 
653 29 

693 30 


$2,869 98 


$3,531 63 
2,869 98 


$661 65 


$1,000 00 


Selectmen of Nelson. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


I respectfully submit the following report of the financial 
transactions of the town for the year ending March 1, 1888. 


| RECEIPTS. 
Cash in the treasury, March 1, 1887, 
Rec'd O. D. Beverstock, taxes, 1886, 

. . interest ‘“‘ 
V. C. Atwood, 1887, 
Doomage for incorrect inventory, 
Interest, 
Louis Cabot, 
S. A. Carter, Savings Bank tax, 

( ‘ Literary fund, 

Railroad tax, 
V. C. Atwood, use town hall, 
Dog tax, 


“ec ies 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid by order Selectmen, repairing school-house, 
T. Barker, Town Agent of Rutherford case, 
bill and costs, 

Interest on savings bank note, 

J. H. Osgood, support of schools, 

County tax, 

State tax, 

Services of Selectmen, 
iF Town Clerk, 

Treasurer, 

Overseer of the Poor, 

Collector of Taxes, 
in School Board, 

Sheep killed by dogs, 1886, 

‘ : . 1883, 

All other orders, 


Balance in the treasury, March 1, 1888, 


F. TAYLOR, Zveasurer. 


$431 
329 

I 
2,001 
67 

2 

15 
605 
70 

I 

5 


25 
42 

9 

19 
1,030 


$2,898 


658 


———_—_—_- 


$3,557 
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


RECEIPTS. | 
Rec’d of County, | 1887, $36 86 
z c “ 71 80 
ae >) Lown, 1888, 58 65 
$167 31 
EXPENDED. 
1887, 
Paid Arvilla Holt, $ 3 00 
State Industral School, board, clothing, etc., of 
Alfred P. Swinnington, sf) 18 86 
Arvilla Holt, 5 00 
Geo. S. Petts, keeping tramp, are, 
N. H. Asylum for the Insane, board, clothing, ete., 
of Mrs. Mills, , 32 O04 
State Industral School, for expense of Walter P. 
Swinnington, — Ig 50 
Arvilla Holt, IO 00 
v 6 00 
S. A. Green, goods delivered George Putnam, 6 08 
State Industral School, expenses of Walter P. 
Swinnington, Ig 50 
Dr. J. Leet, medical attendance for Mrs. Geo. 
Putnam, 5 00 


Wilson Carroll, aid to George Putnam, 6 31 
1888, | 


State Industral School, expenses of Walter P. 
Swinnington, Ig 50 
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Paid Arvilla Holt, IO OO 
«e ae 5 eve) 
Postage, 27 
167231 


Respectfully submitted, 
F. TAYLOR, Overseer of the Poor. 


I hereby certify that I have examined the reports of the 
Selectmen, Treasurer and Overseer of the Poor and find them 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 

ALBERT DAVIS, Auditor. 
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SCHOOL RHPOKSs 


To the citizens of Nelson, we respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report of the schools in town for the year, ending 
March ist, 1888: 


SUMMER TERM. 


District No. 1.—Teacher, Miss Carrie L. Hardy. Length 
of term, 8 weeks; No. of scholars, 31; average attendance, 30.5; 
tardy marks, 53; No. neither absent nor tardy, 12; No. visit- 
ors, 22. 

Miss Hardy, by her energy and zeal, inspires her pupils with 
the desire to accomplish as much work as possible. The clos- 
ing exercises were very interesting. Although the session was 
prolonged an hour over the usual time, there were so many 
classes, full justice could not be done to all. The rhetorical 
exercises were very good, and gave evidence of. thorough drill. 


District No. 2.—-Teacher, Miss Mary L. Russell, Windsor. 
Length of term, 8 weeks; No. of scholars, 24; average daily 
attendance, 20; tardy marks, 8; No. neither absent nor tardy, 
3; No. visitors, 20. 

Miss Russell is an experienced teacher and has taught in 


town before with success. The closing exercises were listened 
to with interest, the rhetorical part especially giving evidence 


of careful and thorough preparation. The progress made was 
good. The answers given were mostly in concert, affording an 
opportunity for those who were indifferently prepared to make 
an effort to conceal the fact. 


‘District No. 3.—Teacher, Miss Gertrude E. Tolman. No. 
of scholars, 7; average daily attendance, 6%; tardy marks, 8; 
neither absent nor tardy, 2; No. of visitors, 2; length of term, 
8 weeks. 

No preparation was made for examination, the exercises 
being a sample of every day. The school compared favorably 
with others in the progress made. 30 different classes. 
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District No. 4.—United with No. 2. 


District No. 5.—There were only two small scholars, and 
Miss Hattie S. Robbins was engaged to receive them at her 
home and teach them a few hours each day. 


District No. 6.—Teacher, Miss Cora A. Currier. Length 
of term, 8 weeks; No. of scholars, 9; average attendance, 8; 
tardy marks, 4; neither absent nor tardy, 3 

This was Miss Currier’s first term as teacher, and she tried _ 
to make it a successful one. There was a decided improve- 
ment in reading. One class had oral instruction in physiology; 
there were three classes in grammar, one in each class. This 
school like No. 3 had 30 different classes. 


‘ PALL TERM. 


Nos. 3, 4 and 6 were consolidated with No. 1, and two 
schools organized in that district. The Primary, taught by 
Miss Mabel I. Watson of Worcester, Mass., numbered thirty 
scholars; average attendance, 25; tardy marks, 4o; neither 
absent nor tardy, 4; visitors, 49. Miss Watson worked hard 
to make a success of the school. Her methods of teaching 
varied so much from those we have been accustomed to that 
some dissatisfaction was felt at first, but, it is thought, was dis- 
pelled when it was ascertained that the result sought was the 
greatest good for those under her care The order was remark- 
ably good; in fact the pupils were kept so busy but little time was 
left for mischief. Those present at the close of the term re- 
ported very favorably of the appearance of the school. 

The Grammar school was taught by Miss Mary E. Coffey of 
Plymouth. No. of scholars, 25; average attendance, 21; tardy » 
marks, 72; neither absent nor tardy, 5; visitors, 41. 

The scholars were required to ¢hznk for themselves, while all 
reasonable aid was rendered by the teacher. Miss Coffey pos- 
sesses the happy faculty of maintaining good discipline without 
seeming to govern at all. The impression conveyed to one 
looking on was that every scholar tried to please the teacher. 
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District No. 2.—Teacher, Miss C. Eva Eastman of Hen- 
niker. No. of scholars, 22; average attendance, 15; tardy 
marks, 8; No. of visitors, 14. 

Miss Eastman was abundantly able to teach those under her 
care, but failed somewhat in discipline. At first she adopted 
the system used in some higher grades of schools, of giving 
long lessons and only requiring two or three recitations each 
week, forgetting or not realizing that young scholars do not 
maintain their interest in a study unless required to recite every 
day. When her attention was called to this fact she immedi- 
ately changed her program for the usual one. The progress 
made was good, greater in some studies, by the same grade of 
scholars, than in No. 1. 


District No. 5.—A school was organized with four schol- 
ars belonging to this town, and three from Roxbury, with Miss 
Hattie S. Robbins as teacher. Length of school, 8 weeks; 
No. of visitors, 14; neither absent nor tardy, 4. Only six half 
days absence, and no tardy marks deface the register, an ex- 
ample the other schools would do well to imitate in future. 

The scholars were studious, quiet and attentive to the in- 
structions of the teacher, who evidently tried to do her best 
by them. 

WINTER TERM. 

District No. 1.—Teacher, Miss Mary E. Coffey. Length 
of term, 6 weeks; No. of scholars, 25; average attendance, 19; 
tardy marks, 61; neither absent nor tardy, 2; No. visitors, 14. 

This term was merely an extension of the preceding one. 
The class in common fractions, in written arithmetic, were es- 
pecially noticed as being very quick and correct in their 
answers. All work was thoroughly performed. The principal 
criticism was the low tone in which the answers were given. 


District No. 2.—Teacher, Miss Lizzie A. Brown of Mar- 
low. Length of term, 7 weeks; No. of scholars, 14; average 
attendance, 12.6; tardy marks, 5; neither absent nor tardy, 6 
No. of visitors, 14. 

Miss Brown fully sustained the reputation che had gained i in 
an adjoining town, and we are very glad to pronounce the 
school a success. 
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There are four districts in town where from three to nine 
scholars may be found. The absurdity of thirty different classes 
for seven or nine scholars is apparent, but cannot be avoided in 
small schools. The same amount of time must be spent with 
one scholar as if there were a dozen in the class, and with less 
profit, since there is always more or less lack of interest where 
there is no competition. It is possible to find a scholar profi- 
cient in a study, grammar for instance, when wading through it 
alone,—since there are exceptions to every rule, but truth com- 
pels the admission that such cases have very rarely come under 
our notice. 

Believing that consolidations of smaller schools with No. 1 
would be conducive to the good of all, that way was tried the 
second term; the result strengthened the belief, We have 
given every scholar as nearly equal chances as possible; if all 
have not availed themselves of the privileges offered, we fail to 
see that they have any one to blame but themselves. With 
one hundred dollars less money than has usually been raised 
for school purposes, we have had twenty-five weeks of school, 
eight the first term, eleven the second and six the third; being 
more than one-fourth more than the small schools have usually, 
had. Some of the parents objecting to send small children in 
cold weather, the Primary school was discontinued at the close 
of the Fall term, but permission was given to all who chose to 
attend the Grammar school. That the union of the schools 
was beneficial could not be otherwise than apparent to those 
who had visited the small schools and contrasted the appear- 
ance of the union school with others. Scholars who, very 
seldom if ever, took their books home at night, because if they 
did not get quite so far, they were alone and “it would not 
make any difference,’ have been particular to do so, and what 
is of quite as much consequence, have interested their parents 
in helping them, so they might be sure of taking a good stand 
in their classes. 

260 instances of tardiness are recorded. It should be im- 
pressed on every child’s mind that the dilatory scholar will not 
be likely to be found a prompt business man. Non-attendance 
has been a very great evil, some of it unavoidable, but it is 
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feared the greater part was not. The loss occasioned by tardi- 
ness and absence does not fall wholly on the delinquent; the 
whole school is disturbed by the entrance of scholars after the 
session has commenced, and lessons are delayed to explain 
subjects gone over during the absence of some member of the 
class. 

The teachers in Nos. 1 and 2 the second term were gradu- 
ates of the same class in the Normal School, and were recom- 
mended by the principal of that school for the places they 
filled, after the schools were described to him as explicitly as 
possible. Those in No. 1 were beginners, the one in No. 2 had 
taught before. Every teacher has a difficult and responsible 
position ; if they have the sympathy and support of the parents 
their work is made very much easier. 

On the other hand if parents keep themselves aloof, giving 
encouragement neither by their occasional presence in the 
school-room, nor by a word of cheer, outside, their duties are 
doubly hard. 

Two schools have not been visited by any parent during the 
term. One parent only visited another school, between the 
official visits at the commencement and close. 

What would be thought of the farmer who planted his fields 
and never looked at them again until harvest time? Would 
he get much sympathy if he bewailed the smallness. of his 
crops? 

We ‘have endeavored to perform the duties of our office 
faithfully, having in view the best interest of every scholar. 
Mistakes have probably been made, although what has been 
done has seemed the right thing to do at the time. For the 
sake of the children who will soon have to take their stand as 
citizens of the town, we regret if all the good that might have 
been done has not been. ' 
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BOLL OF PERFECT ATTENDANCE. 
For THE YEAR—Della Ruffle, George Osgood. 


For Two TERMs—Mabel Atwood, Florence Osgood, Lida 
Davis, Althea Page, Frank Taylor, Charlie Osgood, Ada 
Ruffle. 

For ONE TERM—Flora Holmes, Fred Holmes, Oscar 
Holmes, Rose Patrick, Fred Patrick, Linwood Howe, Katie 
Page, Walter Barrett, Welmer Barrett, Bertie Holt, Eva Holt, 
Mildred Barrows, Harry Robbins, Della Currier, Grace Tol- 
man, Jay Green, Dennis Green, Alma Green, Mabel Stevens, 
Susie Stevens, Ethel Crocker. 

FON soe OSGOOD, 
ALBERT DAVIS, 
Board of Education. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE BOARD 


Cash on hand, $30 28 
Received from Town Treasurer, : 675 31 

‘i . ‘s “money due Munsonville 
District, I7 99 

Received from Town of Stoddard, money due for 
schooling for 1886-7, 33, 00 
Received for writing books sold, Ot At 
. i c I 00 
$761 33 
AMOUNT PAID OUT. 

Wages of teachers, including board, $586 50 
Transportation of scholars, 99 00 
Incidental expenses and car fare teachers, 54 56 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 2127 
*  — $761 33 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN H. OSGOOD, Treasurer. 


I certify that I have examined the above account and find it 
properly vouched and correctly cast. 


SIDNEY A. GREEN, Auditor. 
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SCHOOL BOARD IN ACCOUNT WITH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 


Rec’d Town Treasurer, 


ce 


Paid Horace Robbins, 1 day’s work, 

Isaac Allard, 2t days’ work, 

Thos. Smith, 7 days’ work, 

Going to Keene for desks, 

W. Stoddard, 32 day’s work, 

O. Upton, 32 day’s work, 

E. C. Tolman, lumber, 

W. H. Spalter, desks, 

Clapboards, 

Knowlton & Stone, hardware, 

A. E. Drury, nails and screws, 

3 et Osgood, 21% days’ work, 

? work with horse, 

going to Keene, desks, 
16 4 “seats, 


ce ce 


A. Davis, time spent on repairs, 
J. H. Osgood, lumber, oil, &c., 


Cash on hand, 


for Boards, lumber and sheathing paper, 


g I 
3 
12 


§ 200 00 
4 I4 


$204 14 


$ 14 20 


JOHN H. OSGOOD, Treasurer. 
I certify that I have examined the above account and find it 


properly vouched and correctly cast. 


SIDNEY A. GREEN, 


Auditor. 


- Sex and Condition. 


Name of Child 
Name of Father. 


Alfred Gauthier 

| Charles Howe 
Wellington Stoddard 
John Stevens 


Geo. Gauthier 
Lula M. Stoddard 


BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF NELSON, N. H., FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1887. 


! 
Color | Residence Occupation 


of 


Parents. Parents 


St. Reme, Can. 


Bangor, Me. 


Sex and Condition. 


DEATHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF NELSON, N. H., FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1887. 


Place of Birth. 


Father. 


Male or 
Female. 
Color. 


Single | Farmer 


Feb. 6, ’87. |Dexter Tarbox 


Stoddard 


Mother. 


Mark Tarbox = 


Birthplace 
of 
Mother. 


St. Magdalen, Can. 
Roxbury, N. H. 
Southboro’, Mass. 
Weare, N. H. 


_ Nova Scotia. 


Maiden Name of 


Susan Abbott 
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